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PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

THE

SECOND SESSION  OF
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OPENING OF PARLTAMENT.

The Second Session of the Sixth Parliament under Responsible Government was convencd for the
despateh of business on the 2ist Fune, 1906,

Parliament mwas opened by His Excellency the Governor,

Legislative Council,
Thursduy, 21t June, 1906.
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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.

The Legislative Council met at half-
past 2 o’clock p.m., pursuant to proclama-
tion, which was read by the Clerk of
Parliaments,

COMMISSIONER TO ADMINISTER
OATHS. .

His Excellency’s Commissioner (the
Chief Justice, the Hon. S. H. Parker)
having evtered the Chamber, a message
wae sent to the Legislative Assembly
requesting the presence of wembers in
the Councit Chamber.

Members of the Legislative Assembiy
having arrived accordingly, the Commis-
sioner read the following statement:—

HoNoURABLE GENTLEMEN oF THE LEGIs-
LATIVE COUNCIL AND GENTLEMEN

OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY :
Y have it in command from His Excel]ency

the Governor to let you know that he will, in
person, in thia pla.ce., declare the reasons of lus

- calling this session of Parliament so soon as .

the members of the Legislative Council have
been sworn and have notified to him that they
have elected their President.

The members of the Legislative As-
sembly having rvetived, the Clerk of
Parliaments read the Commission ap-
pointing the Chief Justice to administer
the oath of ' allegiance to ihe newly-
elected members,

Representatives lately elected (one.
third of the Council) then took and sub-
scribed the oath and signed the members’
roll, namely, J. D. Connelly (North-
East Province), J. W. Hackets (South-
West Provinee), C. Sommers (Metro.
politan Province), C. E. Dempster (East
Province), J. M. Drew (Central Province),
R. Laurie (West Province), Wesley
Maley (South-East Province), J. W,
La,ugsford {Metropolitan-Subarban Pro-
vince), J. T. Glowrey (South Province),
T. . 0. Brimage ( North-East Province),
F. Connor (North Proviuce).

The Comumissioner then left 1ihe
Chamber.

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT.

The Clerk of Parliaments (Mr. G. F.
Hillman) reported that the office of
President was vacant.

Hon. M. L. MOS8 (West): T have
much pleasure in proposing that the Hon,
Henry Briggs be elected President of
the Legislative Council. I hardly think
it necessary that I should make a long
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gpeech in order to commend this motion
to the good sense of the Houge. Mr.
Briggs’s long and distinguished services
as a member of this Chamber are too
well known to every member sitting on
these benches. PFor ten years Mr. Briggs
has been a member of this House; and
he bas also represented this State at two
of the Federal Conventions. For six
yeurs he has filled with great credit to
himself the very onerous position of
Chairman of Committees; and during
the frequent absences of our late
worthy and highly.respected President,
Sir George Shenton, Mr. Briggs filled
the position of Acting President. More-
over, Mr, Brigga hus ample leisure,
which will enable him, if elected, to
discharge with farther credit io himself
the duties of his high office; and in
addition to this, Mr. Briggs, when acting
as President in the past, bas carried out
his duties with very marked ability. 1
am quite sure that every member sitting
in this House will agree with me that no
better selection can be made than that
which I submit for wmembers’ con-
sideration.

How. W. KINGSMILL (Metropelitan-
Suburban) : It affords me great pleasure
to szecond the motion that the Hon.
Henry Briggs be elected President of
this Chamber.

No other member being proposed,

Hown. H. BRIGGS rose in his place
and said : I desire to express my deep
sense of the honour which it is proposed
to confer upon me ; and I submit myself
to the will of this honourable House.

Having been conducted to the Chair,

Tae PRESIDENT-ELECT said: I
beg leave to express my humble ac-
knowledgments for the high honour that
the Couneil has been pleased to confer
upon me; and I thank the mover and
seconder of my nomination, and hon.
members gencrally. Following such an
experienced President as Sir George
Shenton, and having at heart the honour
and dignity of this House, I naturally
feel the difficulties and obligations of the
position, aud wish that I were more
worthy of it. L shall, however, endeavour
to overcome those difficulties and to fulfil
those obligations to the best of my
ability. I trust that the kindly feeling
which bas prompted wmy election
to this honourable office way long
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continue to sustain me in the discharge
of its important duties. On my own
part, no pains will be spared to deserve
the confidence so generously bestowed.
Aguin I thank you. (General applause.)

Tur COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. J. D. Coonolly) : As Leader of
this House, it is my privilege to be the
first to address you, sir, as Mr. President.
I can assure you that this gives me very
great pleasure, Since first I entered this
House I have had the privilege of sitting
under you when you acted as Chairman
of Committees. However, as the time
for receiving His Excellency the Governor
is approaching, I will conclude by
formally congratulating vou on the high
and honourable position to which you
have been elected.

Teeg PRESIDENT-ELECT: [ am
deeply touched by your expressions of
kindness and goodwill. T may consider
myself fortunate, also, in the opportune
time of taking this office. Of the ten
members who retired in May, two did
not stand for re-election, but the other
eight have returned with the strong
approval of their constituents. Of the
two new members, the Hon. J. T. Glowrey
was a valued member of the Council
from 1900 to 1904; and the Hon.
Francis Connor was one of the oldest
members in another place. Thus the
Couacil begins this session strengthened
by the support of the whole State. The
proper counduct of our business depends
on @ close adherence to our Standing
Rules and Orders, tempered with good
gense and good feeling. 'That ideal
Speaker, the late B8ir James G. Lee
Steere, always put great stress on the
duty which devolved vn members them-
selves of agsisting in the preservation
of order, Here, in face of the dis-
tinguished record of the past, such an
appeal for assistance is quite unnecessary.
I thank you again most heavtily. I
shall now leave the Chair, to be pre-
sented to His Exeellency on arrival.

PRESENTATION OF PRERIDENT-ELECT.

The President-elect was then presented
to His Excellency the Governor in the
entrance Corridor; and baving returned
to the Chamber,

Tar PRESIDENT said: I have the
honour to inform the House that I have
been presented to His Excellency the
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Governor, and have received the follow-
ing answer ;—

It iz with much pleasure that [ learn that
you have been electad by the hon. members of
the TLegislative Council fo the high and
honourahle position of President of that
House. I have every confidence that you will
fill the office in a worthy and dignified manner;
and [ have the honour to confirm the con-
stitutional rights and privileges hitherto
gnjtzyed by the Legislative Council in this

tate,

THE GOVERNOR'S OPENING SPEECH.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVER-
NOR entered the Coamber at 3-15 o'clock ;
and the members of the Assembly having
arrived in obedience to summoos, His
Excellency was pleased to deliver the
following Speech to the members of both
Houses :—

Mg. PresipENT AND HONOURABLE
GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE

Covurcin,—

Mu. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,—

The First Session of the SBixth Parlia.
ment of Western Australia was prorogued
on the 23rd day of December, 1905, to
the 31st May last; but owing to the
resignation of the late Premier during
the recess, a mew Cabinet had to be
formed, and it was consequently found
impracticable to summon you to attend
to the busiuess of the country until
to-day.

It will, nevertheless, be possible for
you to enter upon your duties at an
earlier date than has been the custom for
many previous sessions of Parliament,
and my Ministers trust that as a result
the Session will not be unduly prolonged.

It is iy pleasant duty to again assure
you that the prosperity of the State con-
tinues apace, and the progresa of the
Mining, Agriealtural, Pastoral, and other
Industries is attracting considerable atten-
tion, not ooly throughout the Common.
wealth, but in various parts of the world.

There bas Leen a slight decline in our
(Gold Production, but not such as to cause
any feeling of apprehension.

The important developments at great
depths in the East Coolgardie FKield
prove the permanency and value of our
gold-bearing lodes, and the vigorous
efforts mow being prosecuted at many
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other centres show renewed confidence,
My Advisers recognise the great import-
ance of this Industry, and desire to give
every assistance towards the Prospecting
and Exploitation of its Resources; while
special provigion will be made to assist in
the Development of our Northern nand
North-Western Mineral Aveas.

The Dividends declared by Gold Mining
Companies during the year 1905 amounted
to £2,167,639, being the greatest amount
paid in any one year since the discovery
of gold in Australia, which is particularly
gratifying, in view of the decreased value
of the ore milled.

With modern wachinery, economic
management, and high-class labour, our
low-grade ore bodies c¢an be profitably
worked, ensuring to all other Industries
the lasting covlinuation of a great Gold-
fields market.

During the year wuch activity hns
been shown in the exploitation of the
bager metals, notubly Tin and Copper,
and it isanticipated that the coming year
will show a considerable increase in their
production. .

‘With the increase in population, Land
Settlement continues tc assume large
dimensions, and my Advisers intend, by
carrying out a policy of Decentralisation,
to make it possible for every person
desiring to settle upon the land to do so
without the objectionable delays which
have caused so much inconvenienee in
the past.

The construction of Developmental Rail-
ways, having for their object the upening
up of Agricultural and Mining Centres,
will be among the prineipal works to
which you will be asked to give your
attention. The speedy completion of the
Light Railways sanctioned by you last
Session is pow receiving the earnest
attention of my advisers.

A steady and increasing stream of
Immigration is flowing into the State,
and becoming absorbed mainly in our
agricultural population.

Every effort is being made to widely
advertise the agronomic conditions of
Western Australia, and in view of the
assistance given to new arrivals from
oversea, from the other States, and to
persons alréady residing in Western
Augtralia, together with the liberalisation

. .of the Agricoltural Bank (provision for
 which my Advisers will place before you
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at an early date), it is believed that a
considerable increase in Land Settlement
will be assured.

Strong representations have from time
to time been placed before the Imperial
Authorities vegarding the nrgent neces-
sity for a proper survey of the North-
West Coast of the State, and my Min-
isters are at present giving further
attention to this matter, with a view to
securing the assistance of the Admiralty
at the earliest possible date.

M=z. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,—

You will be asked at an early date to
grant Temporary Supplies for the re-
quirements of the Public Service, pend-
ing the Bstimates of Revenue and
Expenditure for the ensuing Financial
Year being submitted for yoar considera-
tion. The Estimates are now in prepara-
tion, and will be placed before you as
soon as possible.

You will alse be asked to consider a
TLoan Bill authorising the Grovernment to
borrow a sum sufficient for the construe-
tion of such Public Works as in the
opinion of my Advisers are necessary for
encouraging the development of the
various industries of the State, and for
the completion of Works already autho-
rised.

At the recent Conference of the Pre-
miers of the various States a Resolution
wag adopted in connection with the re-
turn of the Commeonwealth Surplus
Revenue on a population basis, which if
carried into effect would mean a loss to
this State of, approximately, £433,000
for this year. _

Such a course would be a distinct
violation of opbe of the fundamental
principles of the Commonwealth Consti-
tution, and would deprive this State of
its legitimate revenue after contributing
its quota to the cost of the Common-
wealth administration. My Governwent,
while jealously guarding the rights of the
State in this respect, has every confidence
that the Commonwealth Parliament will
recognise the rights of Western Australia
and deal justly n this matter.

In view of the general condition of the
finances it will be necesswry for my
Ministers to effect all possible economies,
whilst they will not hesitate to recom-
mend such expenditure as they believe to
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be justified in order to encourage the

, development of the industries of the

State, and to secure its vnward march of
-progress and prosperity.

The lurge expenditure which has been
necessary in the past for the adminis.
tration of the Public Service has, in view
of the state of the finances, given my
advisers grave cause for consideration.

The Puhlic Service Commissioner
appointed under the Act of 1904 has
recently subnitted his first proposal in
connection with the classification of the
Clerical Division of the Civil Service, and
my Advisers are now giving this hnportant
matter their careful consideration.

Expenditure from Loan Fuuds will be
necessary in comnecltion with the con-
struction of Iight Railways, the Metro-
politan  Water Supply and Sewerage
Scheme, the Development of Mining,
Harbour Improvements, Boring for
Artesian Water in the North und North-
West, the opening up of New Stock Routes,
and in other important directions.

Mr. PresipENT AND HONOURABLE
GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE
Counecin,—

M=r. SPEARER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,—

I rejoice to learn that the anziety
which was felt for the welfare of the
Pastoralists and their Stock in the North-
Western portion of this State has now
happily been largely dispelled Ly the
bountiful rains which have fallen. The
herds of cattle are increasing greatly in
our Pastoral Areas, and the question of
establishing Freezing Works in the Far
North is receiving special consideration.

Bills will be laad before you during the
present Session dealing with a number of
subjects requiring attention.

The most importaunt measure which will
be placed before you, with a view to in-
creasing the Revenue, is that of a Tax on
Unimproved Land Values, which, while
not inflicting hardship on the man of
small means, or the settler in his pioneer-
ing days, should also bave the effect of
considerably increasing the davelopment
of our Agricultural Lands.

Another very necessary measure will
be the Land Act Amendment Bill, im-
posing more siringent improvement con.
ditions, and providing for Spevial Settle-
ment Areas, 1 which land may be cleared



Bill, Papers.

or otherwise improved by the Crown Ue-
fore being disposed of.

A number of Consolidating Bills will
be introduced, dealing with Munici-
palities, Public Health, Mines Regulations,
the law of Evidence, and Police Offences.

Bills will also be submitted to yvou for
amending the Constitntion, Mining, Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust, Agricultoral
Bunk, Fire Brigades, and gsveral other
Acts.

I now declare this Session of Parlia-
ment opened, and I confidently trust
that, aided by Divine direction, you will
materially advance the well-being of the
State.

BILL—PRISONS ACT AMENDMENT.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. J. D. Counolly): In order to
assert and maintain the undoubted rights
and privileges of this House to initiate
legislation, I beg to move, without
notice, for leave to introduce a Bill for
an Act to amend the Prisons Act of
1903,

Teave given; the Bill introduced, and
read a first time.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the CoroxnraL SEcrETARY : Reports
of proceedings before the Boards of
Conciliation and Court of Arbitvation;
additional regulation re Caves Board;
King’s Park by-laws; Cemetery by- laws
for ~ Esperance, Menzies, Cookernup,
Narregin, Iarrakattas; amendment, of
regulations of Agricultural Lands Pur.
chase Act 1896; permits to cowstruct
timber tramwayvs granted 1o Westralia
Timber and Firewood Company, Limited,
of Kalgoorlie and Boulder, and to
William Smith, South Aastralia; hy-
laws Jarrahdale Common; regulations
in connection with Crown Lands, con-

ditional purchase leases and licenses to
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Board, Preslon Roads Board; amend-

t ment of regulation under the Industrial

Conciliation and Arbitration Act, 1902;
Railways elassification rates and general

' regulations operating from lst March,

be issued to a limited depth, controlling

the siripping of mallet bark, survey fees ;
transfer of sublease of land held under
Parts V., VI, VIL, VIII, IX. of the
Land Act 1898; by.laws restricting the
cutting of timber in Kambalda, Cudding-
warra, Randells, and Gilgania State
Porests; hv-laws Wagin Roads Board,
Bunbury Water Board, Lower Gascoyne
Roads Board, Nelson KRoads Board,
Sussex Roads Board, Bunbury Roa.-‘]s

1906; Railway new by-law re payment to
officers for leave granted for wilitery
duty; Railway by-law, notice as to
penalties; reports and returns in accord-
ance with Sections 54 and 83 of the
Government Railways Act 1904; muni-
cipal by-laws Coolgardie, Fremantle,
Kalgoorlie, Kouvkynie, North Perth,
Perth; Briendly Societies’ statistics for
the year 1904; amendment of regulations
under the Hospltals Act 1894 ; report of
the board of inquiry inte the Timber
Industry; meteorological observations
mude at Perth Observatory during 1904 ;
report of Department of Mines for 1905 ;
repovt of the Fishing Industry for 1905 ;
report of the Inspector General of Insane,
1905; report of the Superintendent of
Public Charities and ingpector of in-
dustrial reformatory schouls, 1905 ; hali-
yearly veport of the Fremantle Harbour
Trost Commissioners.

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY.
FIRST DAY OF DEBATE.

Hox. F. CONNOR (North): Mr.
President, before proceeding to the formal
motion which I have to propose, may T
be permitted first to express—and I hope
I doso on hehalf of other members of
this Chamber—pleasure at seeing (he
Gorvernor here to-day lending his presence
to make the opening of this session of
Parliament a success.  As the youngest
member of this Chamber, I hope it will
not be thought out of place in referring to
the fact that we have a new President with
us to-day. That brings before most mem-
bers who have had the pleasure of sitting
here for a number of vears a cause for
rogret that the lite President was not able
to be ammongst us. I am snre the country
appreciates the generous and whole-souled
spirit which the late President put into his
work while he graced this AssemDbly asits
leader. I hope, as will be expressed by
the motion which I helieve the leader of
this House will bring forward ot a later
stage, that the time will come when we
shall bave the pleasure of the presence of
Sir George Shenton again in this Cham-
ber. Iao regard to the bigh and honour-
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able position to which you, Mr. President,
bave been elected, I can only say, and I
know I am expressing the feelings of
every member of this House, that you
will do honuur to the position; for with
your scholarly attainments and the know-
ledge which you have gained of the
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working of Parliament in the position of
Chairman of Committees, I know that
you will not only grace the pesition but |

you also possess the particular knowledge
to make your occupancy of the Chair
the success which we all hope it will be.
As to the Speech itself, I dv not know
that there is much to he gained by
criticising it, or even by referring to each
and all of the subjects mentioned therein.
I may in the course of my remarks travel
beyond the scope of this Speech, in order
to refer to certain matters of which 1
have a practical knowledge, and prin-
cipally to the development of the nortbern
portion of this State. Coming back to
the Speech, we find that it is practically
a repetition of some portions of the
policy speech of the Premier. True,
gome points mentioned by the Premier
are not referred to here; but I hope thut
those proposals, and some of them par-
ticularly, will not be omitted from the
(Gtovernment policy. Throughout the
Speech we find a spirit of hopefulness;
and justly so, because in this State to-day
the development of our great resourees is
proceeding fairly satisfactorily. Thereis
rvom for improvement; and I will ask
members of this House as well as memn-
bers of another place to add to the spirit

' ference of State

of hope the spirit of faith; and then we .

need not be afraid that the development
of this country will be arrested. Tbe
Speech refers to the
North-West coast. This is a work which
I think we sball have to ask the Tmperial
Government to carry out; for the matier
does not lie in our hands. But it is une
of the most important works that can be
fostered by whatever Government may
be in power; because we are about to
have great wining developments in the
Nortb of this country, and we have
already proved that there we bave one of
the finest pastoral countries in Australia.
Therefore tbe proper charting of the
coasi demands attention, and 1 am
pleased to see it inentioned in the Speech.
Another paragraph, which some way
consider too trivial for mention to-

survey of our

Mover's Speech.

refers to the delays in sur-
veying lands wpon which people from
the sister States and frow other coun-
tries come here to settle. T have no
besitation in saying that in the past
the work of the Launds Office has not
in this respect been up to the proper
standard ; and I wmerely mention this in
order to thank the framers of the Speveh
for not overlooking what is after all un
important watter. QOur great ideal
should be the settlement of the people
on the land; and the people will not
come here to settle unless they are
given ample facilities for so doing. The
lute Government of which Mr. Rason
was Premier were pood enough to
propose that settlers in distant places,
fur from existing railways, should be
assisted by spur lines. I am glad
indeed to be able to coogratulate the
present Covernment on the fact that
they are, as I understand, constructing
those lines with a view to finishing
them at the earliest opporlunity. The
Speech states that the Government
intend to advertise to the best of their
ability the agronomic condilions of this
State, and, as is highly necessary, to
liberalise the Agricaltural Bank, thus
giving greater assistance to intending
settlers. A rather important paragraph
is that referring to the Federation, by
whick it appears that if effect were
given to a propusal of the recent Con-
Premiers, Western
Australia would Jose, approximately,
£433,000 for this vear. If we cousider
the fact that on the 8th October next
the operation of what is known as the
sliding scale will cease, and that the
distribution on a per cupify basis of
that portion of our revenue handled by
the Federal Governmnent would put us
in o position where we do not desire
to be and cannot afford to be, we must
admnit that it is the duty not only of the
State Purliament but of every citizen in
the State to resent such a proposal,
and to resent it if necessary by force.
(S1r E. WirTENOOM : By force of words.|
By force of words. The Speech mentions
that in the North of this country the
pastoral industry is in a state of great
prosperity. Well, T am sorry to say
that is rather a mistake; and I cannot
compliment the Government on the ap.
pearance iu the Speech of that statement.
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I am sorry to have tosay so; but the fact
remains. In the Nor’-West, on the very
fringe of the coast we have had a certain
quantity of rain; but when we go to the
Far North—to the great Kimberley pas-
toral areas—we there find a very bad
state of affairs indeed ; not what may be
called a drought, but a serious want of
water resulting from thelack of provision
for water supply after the country was
hieavily stocked; resulting from lack of
sufficient assistance to the pioneers of
that country to enable them to prospect
for artesian water, or to conserve the
water necessary to make their great
industry successful. In the two Kim-
berleys there is no feed where there is
water, aud o water where there is feed;
and [ mention thig so that the Colonial
Secretary (Hon. J. D. Connolly) muy
Lring the facts under the motice of his
colleagues, and ask them to consider the
case of the great pastoral industry in the
North, and to give it more consideration
than it has had in the past. Though the
amount is not mentioned in the Speech,
we know that it is proposed to borrow,
for development and for public works
purposes, the sum of one millivn pounds.
1 bave no hesitation in saying that a
million is not enough to borrow. I wish,
if possible, to impress on members that in
this country, where we have so large an
estate and such valuable assets, we ought
not to be afraid to borrow enough money
to carry outany reproductive works which
may be necessary. The Parliament of
the early nineties, under the leader-
ship of Sir John Forrest, when there
was only & handful of people in
thie country, was not afraid even then
to pledge the credit of the country in
order to build railways, to carry out the
Coolgardic Water Scheme, to construct
the Fremantle Hurbour—ave, and the
Bunbury Harbour if you like. He was
not afraid to take in hand these works.
Why then should we be afraid now, in
view of the enormous development of our
mineral industries, the increase of our
population, the settlement on our agri-
cultural lands, and the fuct that we shall
soon be big exporters of fruitand wheat ¥
Though I was bot in the past one of the
pets of the present Ministers, I notice
with pleasure that they intend to
encounrage immigrants of a suituble
character. But another paragraph in the

[21 Juse, 1906.]

Mover's Speech. 7

Speech tells vs of a proposed tax on
unimproved land values. With that I
do not agree, I think it will be one of
the most serious hindrances to immigra-
tion from the Eastern States or from
any other countries. Inguirers will be
informed that as soon as they take up
the free lund, some sort of tax will be
imposed upon them, which they will
have to pay. I agree that a tax on un-
mmproved Jand should be imposed, and
thut it should be graded; and that the
absentee who holde land from which he
gets the unearned increment—land of
which he makes no use, but which could
be and would be used by settlers— should
be taxed. I would tax the speculator
and the absentee. The Speech mentions
a great guestion which is to come before
the House, and which was the subject of
much discussion on the hustings during
the recent elections to this House and to
another place. I refer to the reform of
the Legislative Council. T have always
been considered a rather advanced
Democrat, and am rather pleased to say
that so far I have not done anything
which should result in my losing that
reputation. But I do not perceive the
difference between the suggestion of the
Government and the existing state of
affairs. I cannot quite see the difference
between what is known us the £25 fran-
chise and a £15 franchise. T can see
this: » man who pays only 10s. a week
in house rent, and therefore has a vote
for this Couneil, is not hardly dealt with.
That is my opinion, therefore I hold my-
selfl open to vote as I like when the
guestion comes before the House. There
is another reform which must be taken in
hand at once, that i1s the reform of the
Electora]l Department. I can assure
members that were it not for the manner
in which the Electoral Act was adminis-
tered I would not have had the pleasure
of being here to-day, hecause I would
have been a member of aunother place.
That is past, and probably T begin to
think it was a good thing. The Act was
not administered to my satisfaction. I
will give one or two instances, although I
do not wish to take up too much time.
At the last general election for another
place—that was about a year ago-—I
was a candidate. There are what are
known as postal votes, and in each of the
centres in the electorate where I was a
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candidate persons were appointed to take
postal votes. There were four places in
the Kimberley electorate where postal
votes could be given and should have been
given, but I know to my cost, perhaps,
that at three of the places there were no
postal voting papers.
went to give postal votes, but the persons
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appointed refused to take the votes as

there were no voting papers. I was
in the district at the time, and T wrote
to the authorities askivy that the per.
sons appointed te receive postal votes
should be allowed to accept written
voting papers, They were allowed to
be taken, but the papers were too late
in reaching the central polling place.
That is why I say a great reform is
needed in the administration of the
Electoral Act. A suggestion has been
made—I am still posing as a democrat
— that the salaries of members of the
Crown should be ecut down by £200. I
am opposed to that. Tt is not a inatver
that affects this House; perbaps we huve
nothing to do with it. That will require
un alteration of the Constitntion Act. T
say for the work which Ministers do, they
do not get paid too much. In the last
paragraph of the Spesch it is stated that
umongst the Bills to be submitted is one
for an amendment of the Constitution
Act. We caunot discuss that matter
because we do not know what alteration
i8 to ba made in the Constitution. I
think it would bave been fairer, hefore
agking us to commil ourselves to the
Speech, to have fold us what alteration
wag proposed. 1 am proposing the
adoption of an Address in reply to the
Speech, but T am proposing it without
knowing what alteration is to be made in
the Constitution. I bold myself free
after having moved the Address in reply
to act as I think proper when the Consti.
tution Bill comes before os. Ithink when
a new Constitution Bill is brought before
Parliament more consideration shonld be
given to the northern portion of this
country. We have not in this place the
representation that the industries und
importance of the North-West demands.
There are not sufficient votes in either of
the Chambers of Parliament to satisfy
the people who are connected with the
North of this State. In speaking to my
constiteents when on the hustings for
the election which p'aced me here,
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I said I thought the pearling industry
should have special and direct repre-
sentation, On a population busis we
cannot ask for more members, but we
have in this Chamber three members
out of thirty representing one-third of
this greal State, and representing—
although not yet all developed —some of
the most if not the wost important
industries in Western Austrulia. In the
Speech it is said the Government intend
to help on the mining industry. A great

| deal of the success of this country

depends on whether the mining industry
is a success or a failure, and I say that
n¢ Government in charge of the affairs
of the country will be doing their duty
unless they give full, fair, and generous
help to the mining industry of the State.
We must help and encourage the pro-
spector. I would suggest, and if T had
the power I would carry it out, that
where any prospector finds a new gold-
field he should have the absolute freehold
of a prospecting area if lLe proves to the
satisfuction of the Government that the
field is a payable one. The Minister for
Mines in another place takes a great deal
of credit to himself, and justly so, for the
help he has given to the goldfields
through the initiation of the public
battery system. I may go farther back
in history, and I claim to be the man who
first suggested that rhis system should
he adopted. I would go farther now
and suggest that more assistance should
he given in the Far North by free batteries
being given to the miners. Assistance
should be given fo prospectors in the
way of furnishing themvwith camels for
prospecting, and horses to help them in
the ardunous work which they undertake.
A reference in the Speech to artesian
boring has given me -more pleasure than
anything else in i, for the reason that
until we establish the fact, and 1
think it can be easily proved, that in
the North of this country we have an
artesiun water supply, that we have a
true artesian basin, the great industry
which T have been speaking about—the
pastoral industry—cannot flourish as it
should. I mayv draw members' attention
to the fuct that when Mr. Hopkins was
Minister for Lands, in tle Parliament
before the last, he promised to help the
North by sending an artesian boring
plant to the North. Mr. Daglish, when
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Premier, and his Minister for Works,
evidently agreed with Mr. Hopkins that
this was necessary, for to my knowledge
space was eugaged in a steamer to carry
un artesian plant capable of going down
4,000 feet to Kimberley. But what re-
sulted ? Tam sorry tosay what happened.
An election came on for the Lower
House ; I was a candidate, but I was not
supported by the Government, and an
alteration was made in the destination of
the boring plant and it was sent to
Broome. I want tbe Colonial Secretary
to take a note of what I am saying, I
am not blaming the Government; they
hiad nothing to do with it. To-day there
i3 a big artesian water supply in Broome
where there is no need for it, and those
in Kimberley are wanting the water that
is going to waste in Broome. This Gov-
ernment has taken into consideration
somewhat the wants of the people con-
nected with the pastoral industry, for it
promises to establish better stock routes
and open up more stock routes. Mem-
bers may think I am talking too much
about, the North, but I wish to impress
on members that it is of the utmost im-
portance to this country and this par-
ticular part of the country, that the
pustoral industry should be developed.
We know there are rich miperals there
and rich pastoral country there, there-
fore we should dewand Dbetter con.
sideration than the industry has received
in the past. If the Government were to
look at the matter from my standpoint, or
frow the standpoint of any practical man
who knows that country as well as I
know it, as well as Sir Edward Wittenoom
or Mr. Sholl knows it, if the Government
had practical knowledge of that country,
they would know that it is werth de-
veloping. It would be a good scheme for
the Government to start building a rail-
way inland to the Pilbarra mineral helt.
A railway should be run into the mioeral
belt froin Cossack totap the great mineral
resources that exist there. And in con-
junction with that the Government might
build two or three steamers to develop
the trade of the North of this country.
Briug the steamers right through from
Port Darwin. Then there should be
chilled meat works established. The
stheme would cost a great deal of money
to start, hut I have no hesitutionin saying
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great suceess, and it would take the
people out -of the hands of what is an
incubus, the shipping ring. I notice with
regret that no mention ts made in the
Speech of a dock for Fremantle. Thut,
in my opinion, is one of the most im-
portant works that should be placed before
the public of Western Australia. We
requireforthedevelopment of ourshipping
some place established where steamers
can be docked aud repaired. Thut would
give confidence to the people in the old
country who own steamers that come here
carrying Jarge freights. They would not
stand the chance oflosing vessels by having
to send them in tow to Adelaide, to Mel-
bouarne, or 8ydney. I can assure members
it would be the means of reducing
materially the freights between England
and Western Australin. 1 also repret,
and I am sure Dr. Hackett sympathises,
that no mention is made in the Speech of
a University,. We are not such a poor
community and we are not in such dire
straits that we could not place on record
in the Speech our intention of some-
time or other building » University. In
fact the time has arrived now when the
matter should be brought forcibly before
whatever Government is in power. This,
is a pecessity for the country, and the
Goverument in power should make a
start with such an institution. A
long time ago a proposal was wade for
the throwing open of Rottnest. The
project hus for a great many years been
mentioned from tttne to time in Parlia-
ment; and nothing farther seems to
come of it. The Government of the day
should be forced to carry out the pro-
tnises of former Governments to open the
island as a pleasure-ground, to induce
the people of the goldfields to stay in this
couniry daring their holidavs instead of
spending their mouey in’ the Easlern
States. T am pleased to be able to com-
pliment Mr. Kingsmill on his giving
notice of the introduction of u Bill to
amend the Juries Act. 1 bope that the
Bill will result in the alolition of jories
in civil cases involving questions of
dumnages.  If that proposal is emhodied
in Mr. Kingsmill’s Bill, he will bave my
whole-souled support on that particular
point.  While on the subject of law, I
would spggest that a Judge of the
Supreme Court should be sent on circuis

from my experience that it would be a | to the North or the North-West.
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How. W. Marnevr: He might never
return,

Hox. F. CONNOR: Perbaps not, if
certain members happened to go with
bim, But I think the importance of
that great area demands a cirenit court
to obviate the bringing of prisovers and
witnesses to Perth at enorinous expense
to the Crown, which expeuse, in a recent
case from Broome, amounted to £1,100.
There may be other cuses equally expen-
sive. 1 hope there are not.  There is a
matter which T cannot pass without a few
words. A regulation was made by the
Daglish Guvermment, whereby civil ser-
vants who have worked for a given time
in the North are granted certain leave--
I think it is six weeks lewve for every
three years worked. I am told i
is the intention of the present Gov-
ernment to rescind that regulation ;
but I hore it will not he rescinded,
for I can ussure the Government that
civil servants in the North earn all the
money they get; they can save scarcely
any; and if they wish to go away when
their health breaks down, all that they
can save 16 needed to enable them to live
decently. I have just one more watter
to mention—an old friend of mine that I
cannot well pass; a matter that has
been before the Parlizments of this
country once and sometines twice a vear
for the past few years, and on one
occasion a whole session was mainly occu-
pied in dealing with it. I refer to the ever.
lusting tick question, which hus arisen
again in the same manoer as it arose before
and will arise in future. But T think it
is a horse ridden nearly to death. Why
not let the old horse die, and bury it onee
for all? Now we have a lot of new
regulations. I would ask members, many
of whom are connected with the pastoral
induostry, to read in one of this morning’s
papers the report of an interview with
Mr. Morton Craig. showing the folly of
all these restrictions. In covctusion, 1

_hold that we have in this couniry an
asset worth developing. and one which
we should not be afraid of developing.
Took back again to the old 'nineties,
when a mere bandful of men undertook
the tagk of developing the resources of
this country. Take them as an example.
Be not afraid. Go on and prosper; and
there is nothing to he afraid of o resnect
of the future of this country. I wove

[COUNCIL.]

Seconder’s Speech.

formally the adoption of an Address-in-
mPlY, a8 fOuOWS I

To His Excellency Admiral Sir Frederick
George Denham Bedford, Knight Grand
Crose of the Most Honourable Order of
the Bath.

MAY 1T PLEAEE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

We the Legislative Uouncil of the Partia-
ment of State of Western Australia in Parlia-
ment assembled beg to express our loyalty to
Qur Most Gracious Sovercign, and to thank
Your Excellency for the Speech you have been
pleased to address to Parlinment.

Hown., J. T. GLOWREY (South):
Mr. President, I rise to second the
Address-in-Reply. My first duty, how-
nver, is to congratulate you on the high
and honourable position to which you
have heen elected to-day. Your long
association with this House as Chairman
of Committées and as Acting President
affords ample testinony to your ability
to perform sutisfactorily the presidential
duaties ; and I feel that you will be able
to carry out those doties with perfect
satisfaction, and with all the dignity
that should pertain to your high office.
But while I congratnlate you on the
himonrable position that you have
attained to-day, I cannot allow this
orgasion te pass without referring to an
old and familiar face, a face familiar to
every member of this Council, that of
our late honoured and respected Presi.
dent, Sir Greorge Shenton.  That gentle-
man has had a long and very honourable
career; and I feel sure that we all regret
his absence to-day. I hope that his
health may so improve that he will, at
some early date, cunsider the advisable-
ness of eafering again inte polities. I
shonld like also to make some slight
refurence to the grave loss that Aus-
tralasia has suffered in the person of the
Right Hon. Richard Seddon, Jate Premnier
of New Zealand. Every English-speak-
ing community bas, I think, realised the
loss of that great statesman ; and I hope
that this House will place on record some
token of the respect in which he was
held by the people of Western Aug.
tralie. Referring generallv to the mes-
sage conveyed in the Governor's Speech,
1 should like to say there cun be
no doubt whatever, in my opinion,
that the outlouk in Western Australia is
brighter than it has been for many years
past.  ‘The condition of the varicus
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industries fully warrants the Govern-
ment in proceeding with that progressive
policy enunciated by the Premier in his
recent policy speech to the people of the
State. That this country is In a very
sound financial position, there can be no
doubt whatever. We have onr railways,
our water schemes, aud other reproductive
public assets, the value of which almost
equals the total amount of our State in-
debtedness. These works pay the annual
interest, and most of them are also
providing a sinking fund for the repay-
ment of the debt. T say, this is indeed a
proud position for a young State like
Western Australia to ocecupy; and 1
think it is a somewhat unique position
as compared with that of any other Aus-
trallan State. In so young a country,
with immeunse resources which are practi-
cally undeveloped, it is the duty of Par-
liament and of the Government to
borrow money. s0 as to open up those
resources for the people. We have vast
mineral, agricultural, pastoral, and other
aggete which must be exploited and made
accessible to our citizens. We have
alreadv had a sufficient experience of
a mark-time policy; and bad it uot
been for the wonderful resources of the
country, we should have had a period of
almost utter stagnation. I do nob wish
to be classed as ap optimist; but it is
said, and said truly, that optimists build
up a State, while pessimists are merely
lookers on. Tt is not necessary to take a
very optimistic view of Western Aus-
tralin in order to conclude that the
Government are justified in borrowing
for the construction of railwavs and
other reproductive public works. I
think we have every reason to feel satis-
fied with the progress of the minivg in-
dustry during the past few years. Itistrue
that during last year asimall decline in the
gold yield was experienced; but notwith-
sla.nding that fact, this State paid away
over two millions in dividends. The gold
vield of Western Australia for the last
few years amounts to over 66 millions of
money. Our gold-mining industry to-day
is looking better than it has looked for
many years past. Very important de-
velopments way be observed on the
Eastern Goldfieids and in various other
parts of the State; and so far as the
present year is concerned, the gold yield
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if oot better than, that of last year.
Up 10 date, during the present year we
have paid away in dividends in respect
of cur nining industry something be-
tween £800,000 and £900,000. At
Ravensthorpe the copper-mining industry
15 flourishing, and gives every promise
of being able, at no very distant date, to
employ severul thousand men. The
discovery of other base metals in the
North-West also demands some attention,
and I cousider, with the proposer of the
motion, that it is the duty of the
Government to furnish Parliament and
the peuvple of the State with some farther
particulars of the vast mineral resources
of that great country. It is geberally
believed that there is considerable wealth
there, but {here is nothing before Parlia-
ment or the people of the State, no
report whatever, to guide us as to
whether the belief is correct or other-
wise. With regard to the Coolgurdie
Wauter Scheme, I consider this should be
treated as a national concern. By that I
mean it should be placed on the same
hasis as our railways and other large
State undertakings. I do pot think the
Coolgardie Water Scheme should be run
altogether as a strict commerciul concern,
as it is termed. The scheme at present
is supposed to pay interest and sinking
fund. Ii pnys more than the interest at
present and it will soon provide for the
sinking fund as well. We do not ask
that the agricultural railways should be
treated in any way but us State works;
we do not ask that the rabbit-proof
fence should be treated other than asa
State work ; and I think when Parlinment
looks into the matter carefully, menbers
will see the wisdom of treating the great
Coolgardie Water Scheme on the same
basis. T should like to see the price of
the wuter reduced, and I feel certain the
cousmnption will increase accordingly.
We have the pumps and machinery lymng
idte fer a large portion of the time
and the pipes are idle for a large
portion of the time; they are living
their life out, and they would be
better employed in carrying water thau
lying tdie. I am sure the matter will
receive careful consideration from the
Minister in churge of the department, and
I hope before long he will see his way
clear to make a fuir reduction. I am

promises to be al lesst quite equal to, ; sure the Government would reap u gowl
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reward and the State would benefit. .

With regard to railways, during the last

vear we obtained over £100,000 profit.
This afforde ample proof of careful and
economic management. At the same
time it affords evidence that we should
have Jower railway freights than exist af
present. There are many anomalics in
the railway charges; for instance, a
farmer can send a ton of chaff to the
goldfields for 18s., whereas a ton of min.
ing machinery is tharged 24s. or 25s. The

L

development of the State in a large

measure depends on the ratlway system.
We have close on 2,000 miles of railways
opened up. These are puying the Stute
very handsomely on the amount of money
employed in construction and equipment.
There are many lines of importauce which
could be constracted, and T am glad the

Goveroment. intend to build some spur

lines in agricultural districts. I feel sure
they have made due inquiries as to these
lines and that the construction is war-
ranted. 'That being so, I hope the Gov-
ernment will push on with the construc-
tion of the lines as guickly as possible.
I hope the Government will also extend
the system of light lines to various parts
of the goldfields. There are many places
where the people have been clamouring
for railways for vears. There is the line
from the goldfields to Norseman. A
light line may well be constructed to that
very important gollfield. We also want
a railway to Black Range ; another from
Lawlers to Leonora. The Port Hedlanl
railway was important a short while ago,
and if it was required 12 months ago.
I do not know why it is not required
to-day. A railway is also required from
Ravensthorpe to the seaboard. This is
an importani work and a short line, and

Obituary.

industry by way of bonuses or some other
tieans, We ought to try und get the
farmers of Western Australia to goin for
dairying. With regard o land settle-
ment, I am pleased to notice that this bas
progressed lately, but I think more
stringent measares should be adopted to
compel settlers to make move improve-
wente on their conditinnally-purchased
blucks. Every attempt should be made
to stop dumwying and to encourage
legitimate settlement, for I understand a
good deal of dummying does exist
at the present time. The Government
should do all they can to stop it. I
think we. should congratulate the Pre-
mijer, who has done a great deal since
he first took office as Minister for
Lands, to bring aboot a better state of
affairs. I agree with the mover of the
Address that we want a complete
reorganisation of the electorzl system.
Anyone who has passed through an
electoral campaign can fully realise the

- necessity for electoral reform, and T trust

;10 oUr varlous resoures,

I hope the Government in their wisdon -

will bring forward this proposal duriog
the presenl session of Parliament. T am
pleased to mnotice hy the Governor's

Speech that the agricultural industry is

.in a prosperous condition, I think more
attention should be paid to the dairving
industry and other industries in connec-
tion with it. We are paying hundredsof
thousands of pounds for produce to the
other States annually, and in my opinjon
there should be no real reason for it.
Last year we paid £300,000 for butter;
therefore I think it is the duty of the
Government to encourage the duirying

the Government will make due inquiries
in the various States and give the matter
careful consideration, and at the earliest
1ossible moment bring forward electoral
reform. I hope, amongst the amending
Bills the Government intend to consider
during the session, they will not neglect
the Railway Act, the Early Closing Act,
the Workers' Compensation Act, and the
Shopsund Factories Act. All thesercquire
amendment. In conelusion I should like
te say that I have the greatest confidence
It is the duty
uf the (fovernmeunt to undertake the public
works enumerated and carry them ont at
the earliest possible moment, and to render
every facility in forwarding the agricul-
tural and wining industries. I have
great pleasure in seconding the Address.
n-Reply.

On motion by How. C.
debate adjourned.

SoMMERS,

OBITUARY—RT. HON. R. J. SEDDOX.
Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY

" (Hon. J. D. Coanoally) said: Before the

House rises, I desire to snlnnit a motion
which will commend itself to every hon.
member in this Chamber.  Itisu motion
of condolence with the family of the late
RL. Hoo. Richard Seddon, and of syw-
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Pathy with them and the people of New
Zealand in the loss incurred by them in
the lamented death of Mr. Seddon. Tt
8 uunecessury for me to dwell on the
reasons which justify my action: thes
are known to all and are appreciated by all.
Death bus removed the foremost figure
in Australasian political and social life,
and has deprived uot merely New Zea-
land and Australia, but the whole
Empire, of the services of one of the
most brilliant, most talented, and most
patriotic of her children. I beg to move
the following resolutivon :—

That this House places on record its prefound
regret at the death of the Rt. Honourable R. J.
Seddon, Prime Minister of New Zealand, and
expresses its deep sympathywith his family and
the people of New Zealaund.

Hon. J. W. HACKEIT (Bouth-
West) : T second the motion.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West): I hardly
like at this lute hour to detain the House
by making any observations, but as the late
Richard John Seddon has been persvnally
* known to me since 1882, and for eleven
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vears of that time 1 lived in the district

which he represented  in  Parlinment,
and was on temns of great triendliness

with bimself and family, it is with pro- -

found regret I support the motion. Mr.

Seddon was for 27 years in public life;

for 15 years of that time he wasa
Minister of the Crown, and for 14 of the
15 years he was Prime Minister of New
Zealund. During that period he acquired
4 reputation wherever the Englich lan-
guage i8 spoken that needs no words
of mine to explain to the Chamber,” which
indicates the very severe loss which the
British nation and the English people
have suffered by his untimely removal.
regret most profoundly tbat the necessity
has arisen for the motion to be moved in
this House. I am sure Mrs. Sedidon and
her family will appreciate very much the
Imessage of gympathy which will o from
another place and from this Chamber,
It is remarkable that a wan whose
opportunities were so few should have
risen to the wonderful eminence which
the Rt. Hon. Richard Seddon rose to
io so short a space of time as 27 years,
At this late hour it would he unreason-
able to say more, therefore 1 content
myself with supporting the motion.

Question pnt and passed.

Election Petitions. 13

ADJOTGRNMENT.

Onmotionby the CoroNIAL SECRETARY,
the House adjonrned ut 4-45 o'clock until
430 p.m. the next Tuesday.

Legislatibe HAsgsemblip,
Thmsday, 21t June, 1806,

Pace
Opening of Seeond Session - 13
Llertmn Petitions (£}, nnd Resulty ... 13
Payers presented 14

Bill (pnvdege) Stock Dlse.xses Act Amend.

ment, 1 " e 14

Questious and Notmes . 1485
Address-io-Reply moved ., . 15
Obituary : Right Hon. H. I Seddnn 25

OPENING OF SECOND SESSION.

The Legislative Assembly met at 280
o’clock p.m., pursaant to Proclamation,
which was read by the Clerk.

In obedience to swmnmons, Mr. Speaker
(Hon. T. F. Quinlan) and hon. members
proceeded to the Legislative Couneil
Chamber; and having heard his Excel-
lency deliver the opening Speech [vide
Conocil veport, ante], they returned to
the Assembly Chamber.

ELECTION PETITIONS (2), AND
RESULTS.

COOLGARDIE.

Mr. SPEAKER announced the receipt
of a copy of the order of the Supreme
Court, declaring the election of the
member for Coolgardie (Mr. W, T. Eddy)
void.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore)
moved: That in consequence of the
decision of the Supreme Court declaring
the election void, the seat of the hon.
wemnber for Coolgardie be declared vocant.

Question passed.

EAST FREMANTLE,

3r. SPEAKER anncunced the receipt
of a copy of the order of the Court,
declaring the return of the memher for
East Fremantle (Mr. J.J. Holmes) void,



